The Proof of the Pudding….
A story is told, probably a legend, concerning Alexander the Great, conqueror of the known world while yet in his 20s. A young man in the Greek army was accused of being derelict in his duty. Alexander asked the soldier’s name, and the commander responded, "His name is Alexander." Alexander the Great replied angrily, "Tell that young man: ‘change your behaviour or change your name!’" If you’re going to call yourself Alexander, then live like one!
The proof of the pudding is in the eating.... steaks, service, gold medal
The proof of the pudding is in the eating.... and if not? Credibility and message lost.
We live in a time when there is ...a radical loss of meaning, value and purpose brought about by a largely materialistic, hedonistic, consumer society.... As a result, ...human hearts are hungering for deeper realities in which their fragmented lives can find some measure of wholeness and integrity.... 
What an incredible opportunity to live in a time like this, in a culture that is increasingly without moorings. Scary for many, but we shouldn’t be frightened by the challenge. What a great time to be alive and to be a follower of Christ! But the quote goes on to say….
The Christian community, which is supposed and claims to provide a clear voice of liberation and wholeness in the wilderness of bondage and brokenness, has too often been merely an echo of the surrounding culture, further confusing those on a wandering and haphazard quest for wholeness.
The proof of the pudding…. What does it require to develop a Christian community that delivers what it promises; what does it look like and live like?

1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ so that—whether I come and see you or whether I remain absent—I should hear that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind, by contending side by side for the faith of the gospel, 1:28 and by not being intimidated in any way by your opponents. This is a sign of their destruction, but of your salvation—a sign which is from God. 1:29 For it has been granted to you not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer for him, 1:30 since you are encountering the same conflict that you saw me face and now hear that I am facing.

2:1 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort provided by love, any fellowship in the Spirit, any affection or mercy, 2:2 complete my joy and be of the same mind, by having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one purpose. 2:3 Instead of being motivated by selfish ambition or vanity, each of you should, in humility, be moved to treat one another as more important than yourself. 2:4 Each of you should be concerned not only about your own interests, but about the interests of others as well. 2:5 You should have the same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had….
1A. Live as citizens
1B. Fulfill your citizenship responsibilities, not merely as individuals but as individuals living intimately in community.
2B. Every nation and people has community norms and standards, so live up to the citizenship requirements unique to the realm, kingdom, nation of which you are a citizen. Citizenship is in heaven; our real identity as people of a different kingdom.
2A. Worthy
1B. Appropriate to, of equal weight with…what?
2B. What follows is the answer to “which” nation, kingdom is in view

3A. Gospel
1B. As a community, live in a way that clearly and powerfully demonstrates that we are a people, community uniquely created and shaped, defined by the good news about Jesus Christ.
2B. Definition of the gospel that shapes us as community

1C. ...the good news, that, through repentance and faith in the crucified, risen LORD Jesus Christ

1D. we receive forgiveness and an eternally-restored relationship with the Father;

2D. we become 


1E. members of God’s chosen family, a new kind of community 
2E. citizens of an alternative society, those living under his Kingdom rule
3E. co-labourers in his redemptive purpose ( rescue, restore creation, reconcile all things in Christ

3B. Fundamental promise made by the gospel (proof of the pudding....) which the church must model to be credible, we are a gospel-shaped community where transformation happens.
1C. We will experience authentic and ongoing inner transformation: brokenness to increasing wholeness, darkness into the light.  But I’ve always been a Christian….nice…. ( 2Cor 3:18, 1Jn 3:3 radical Christlikeness as individuals who are experiencing 
1D. ...security as the objects of our Father’s love. 
2D. ...free from bondage, self-destruction (Spirit-empowered obedience)
2C. We will experience authentic and ongoing community transformation living in community with each other, clear and powerful demonstrations of 
1D. ...biblical fellowship (...one another’s)

2D. ...safe places to belong, be loved, believe and be changed.
1E. ...an absence of judgment and gossip (trust and confidentiality)
2E. ...broken relationships being restored
3E. ...an absence of spiritual abuse/control
3D. ...supernatural living and impact because God’s power is being released and experienced
4D. ...people on mission, God’s mission, the mission inherent in the gospel!
4A. Paul identified two significant hindrances to transformation, to becoming an alternative community; two potential causes for the church’s failure to be counter-cultural society: fear and pride.
1B. Fear (of unchurched, one another, of pain/suffering, of change/being stretched) 
1C. Supernatural resources ( Phil 2:1
2C. Unity ( courage because we’re not alone; we have one another,  one mind: the mind of Christ (which will be reflected in)

1D. one love

2D. one spirit

3D. one purpose

2B. Pride (life is, after all, about me)

1C. Humility and servanthood ( exaltation

2C. The position that makes unity possible: one antidote: giving up our lives for others, showing in ways great and small that we know life’s not about us, a lifestyle demonstrated by servanthood
3C. Examples of humility and servanthood: Jesus, Paul, Timothy, Epaphroditus 






