Put Up or Shut Up!

March 7, 2010

A restaurant advertises its steaks as the best in the city. An auto dealer claims its service department can’t be topped in speed, quality or cost.  A woman declares she’s the best salesperson in the store. A country announces it is the premier nation when it comes to hockey! 

What gives weight, what adds weight to statements, declarations and promises like these? What needs to happen for claims like this to be taken seriously? Understandably, claims must be proven. Promises must be delivered on. Declarations need to be verified in demonstrable ways. So, what’s needed? Simply
· Juicy, tender steaks cooked to perfection.
· Brake jobs and tune ups that are fast, reliable and affordable.
· The highest sales figures month after month.

· The gold medal.

If you find inedible steaks, lousy mechanics, poor sales and no gold medal demonstrate reality, no matter what’s claimed. Stated crassly, we have to put up or shut up.

With this in mind, let’s turn to the book of Philippians and then on to our passage for the morning: Phil 1:27 – 2:11.

1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ so that—whether I come and see you or whether I remain absent—I should hear that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind, by contending side by side for the faith of the gospel, 1:28 and by not being intimidated in any way by your opponents. This is a sign of their destruction, but of your salvation—a sign which is from God. 1:29 For it has been granted to you not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer for him, 1:30 since you are encountering the same conflict that you saw me face and now hear that I am facing.

2:1 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort provided by love, any fellowship in the Spirit, any affection or mercy, 2:2 complete my joy and be of the same mind, by having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one purpose. 2:3 Instead of being motivated by selfish ambition or vanity, each of you should, in humility, be moved to treat one another as more important than yourself. 2:4 Each of you should be concerned not only about your own interests, but about the interests of others as well. 2:5 You should have the same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had, 

2:6 who though he existed in the form of God did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped,  2:7 but emptied himself by taking on the form of a slave, by looking like other men, and by sharing in human nature. 2:8 He humbled himself, by becoming obedient to the point of death —even death on a cross! 2:9 As a result God exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow  —in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 2:11 and every tongue confess to the glory of God the Father that Jesus Christ is Lord.

If we miss what Paul is saying in these verses, especially 1:27, we’ll misunderstand everything that follows.

1. Spend time mining three terms in Philippians 1:27 before drawing them back together as one idea.

1B. Politeuesthe – Live as citizens
2B. The gospel

3B. Worthy

2. Live in a manner, “Not” live as citizens (of a new and alternative society)
Philippians 1:27-30 constitutes a single sentence in Greek containing a single main verb, politeuesthe (verse 27), the word from which we get politics. This verb is the first command in the entire book and is therefore of great significance.  Literally, Paul’s command is to "live as good citizens."

The Philippians were Roman citizens who took their citizenship very seriously (the inscriptions at Philippi are in Latin rather than Greek), so Paul’s language gives his admonition special prominence. Alas, both the NASB and the NIV have "conduct yourselves." How does the ISV put it? “The only thing that matters is that you live as good citizens in a manner that is worthy of the gospel...."

Thus, it is out of their cultural background that the readers are challenged to live as those who have a vastly more significant citizenship. As one writer has put it, Paul is reminding the Philippians of the new environment of their existence in Christ that provides them with their identity as a community in the midst of a Roman colony. They are citizens of a new order of being whose reality will endure while Rome’s will crumble. Their role in the midst of the Roman order is to live as worthy citizens of the new order, and the bulk of Paul’s letter provides them the worldview and culture of citizenship in this new order. 

1B. Philippians was written to a community of believers
1C. The households in Acts 16 – Lydia, the jailer

2C. “…to the saints…”(1:1).

3C. All y’alls participation (1:4,5).

4C. “…he who began a good work in all y’all…”(1:6).

5C. His prayer in 1:9-11.

6C. “…your [corporate] progress and joy in the faith…”(1:25).

2B. Philippians is written to a community of believers who make up an alternative society, not just to individuals who get together sometimes

1C. Thus, his commands, challenges and exhortations must be embraced communally, not just individually. 
2C. What you and I do when alone, on our own, is important, is significant, but it’s our lifestyle as a community that is most essential to God’s purposes. 
3. Gospel: the good news, that, through repentance and faith in the crucified, risen LORD Jesus Christ

1B. we receive 
forgiveness and an eternally-restored relationship with the Father;

2B. we become 

1C. members of his chosen family, a new community of faith

2C. citizens of an alternative society, living under his Kingdom rule

3C. colabourers in his redemptive purpose (rescue, restore creation, reconcile all things in Christ

4. Worthy of:

1B. Appropriate to, (lit) of equal weight to 

2B. Thus, what needs to be of equal weight with the gospel is not the totality of our individual walks with God but, rather, the manner of our corporate, our community walk with God. It’s not: how do we as a bunch of individuals match up to the gospel. Rather, it’s how do we, as a community of faith, match up to the gospel?

5. Our lifestyle as a community of faith, an alternative society must be of equal weight to the gospel.
6. Our manner of life as a community of faith, an alternative society in the midst of the world, gives weight to, validates (or invalidates) the gospel we proclaim. 
1B. Unchurched people are to be able to watch us and to see and experience entirely new and different ways to be and to do community.

1C. How we treat one another: mercy, compassion, criticism, judgment, performance

2C. How we relate to and treat those in the majority society around us: unconditional love, grace
3C. How we speak to and about one another to others: 

4C. How we use our time, energy, money: as possessors or as stewards

5C. How we respond to suffering and hardship

6C. How we live in community

7. If a totally unchurched person, one with no gospel knowledge or memory, heard and understood the elements of the gospel, then lived among us (as a community) for an extended period of time, would the gospel be validated? Or, invalidated?

8. Added evidences of community worthy of, of equal weight to the gospel

1B. A supernaturally-empowered ability to stand firm in faith in the midst of an alien, sometimes hostile context, in the midst of the battle, in the midst of suffering (1:27-28).

9. Circles back to his theme of joy (2:2): past, present, now into the future and weaves it into his challenges to them as a community.

1B. The supernatural resources of the gospel:  

1C. God provides the resources required to live the life to which he calls us.

2C. Go to the storehouse: Jesus plus Jesus in others: community

1D. Encouragement: more than “Have a nice day.” He speaks courage into our hearts.

2D. He speaks consolation into our brokenness.

3D. He invites us in the community enjoyed by Father, Son and Spirit

10. Furthers exhortations

1B. Be of the same mind: the mind of Christ, seek together for it in prayer, word

2B. Maintaining the same love: unconditional

3B. United in spirit: weave our inner persons together in the Holy Spirit

4B. Intent on one purpose: to live is Christ, to die is gain; gospel purpose

11. Greatest enemy of community: self-centered pride, self-concern, spiritual narcissism.

12. Greatest example, motivation: Jesus himself in community with Father and Spirit
Seemingly unfounded claims. Why should Christians, why should the church assume the same doesn’t apply to them?
Is Paul calling for perfection? For sinlessness? Not at all. But he is calling for integrity, for sincerity and transparency. We do need to provide an alternative society, an alternative way to do life. We need to be seen actually living it out. We need to be seen moving in the direction that the gospel claims. And when we fail, we need to be seen to honest. When we bicker, we need to be seen to making things right. We need to demonstrate to the world how to heal ruptured relationships. We need to demonstrate how to take broken things and make them whole. We need to be seen as broken people, a broken community who are being transformed and who are loving one another and accomplishing things that aren’t explainable simply in human terms. Paul is calling us to live as only those in whom the God of the universe lives can do.
1:27 

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of Christ’s gospel so that I should hear that you are
whether I come to see you or remain absent 

standing firm in one spirit, 





contending side by side with one mind [to live is Christ/to die is gain] for the faith of the gospel and 

1:28



not being intimidated in any way by your opponents
this is a sign of their destruction but of your salvation, a sign which is from God

1:29 




for it has been granted to you not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer for him

1:30 





since you are encountering the same conflict that you saw me face and now hear that I am facing

2:1-2 
Therefore complete my joy and be of the same mind
[since] there’s encouragement in Christ, comfort from love, fellowship in the Spirit, [heartfelt sympathy]
by 
having the same love, 
being united in spirit and 
having one purpose 

instead of 

2:3 




being motivated by selfish ambition or vanity

you each should be moved to treat one another as more important than yourself 

2:4 


you each should be concerned in humility not only about your own interests but about other’s interests as well

2:5 


you each should have the same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had

2:6 



who did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped though he existed in the form of God but 

2:7 



[who] emptied himself by taking on a slave’s form by looking like other men and by sharing in human nature 

2:8 





he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death even death on a cross

2:9 





God  exalted him as a result and gave him the name that is above every name

2:10 






so that every knee will bow at Jesus’ name in heaven and on earth and under the earth and 

2:11 






[so that] every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD to the glory of God the Father
Gospel
What does citizenship of equal weight with this gospel look like?
What does a corporate, family lifestyle equal to and flowing from this gospel look like?

· Standing firm on one Spirit

· Knit together as a fighting unit

· Not startled like flitting, fluttering birds afraid of their shadows

· Despite suffering agonies

· Being of the same mind (being before doing)

· Because of the resources provided (check what’s in your pockets; go to the storehouse. We fail to convince the world because we’re trying to live a supernatural life in the resources of the flesh. Is it any wonder we fail? We are like deep sea divers, equipped to go into the depths of the ocean, finding it difficult to go out and pull plugs out of bathtubs.)
· Through having the same love

· Being united in spirit

· Having only one purpose: the purpose of Christ and the gospel of Christ (and not a self-seeking, self-serving spirit; insisting on our rights, on our own way).
· Treat one another as more important than yourself

· Putting yourself in a “one up” place with others, knowing and being concerned for their interests before your own

· Have Christ’s mind toward each other: serving despite the cost; life through death

· Bible is like a stream in which an elephant can swim and a lamb can wade
good news about Jesus, that, through faith in the crucified, risen LORD Jesus Christ


 we receive 	forgiveness, an eternally-restored relationship with the Father;


 we become 	members of his chosen family/ community(Abraham/Israel)


			participants in his Kingdom rule and


			partners in his redemptive purpose (reconcile all things in Christ





is of equal weight to, fully reflective of  the





Make certain that the manner in which we conduct ourselves as a community. [Bear his name, reflect his character. Alexander the Great.]





Intro: Philippi as colony, citizenship and the community/corporate-nature of the church there vs. our modern, individualized, privatized understanding.





Now, Paul circles back to the them of Joy, connecting it to their internal unity. You’ve given me joy in the past; I’m joyful now; now bring it all home and provide joy for my  future. But how? We’re fallen and broken people.





Warfare context: we are in a battle; we have supernaturally powerful weapon, both offensive and defensives: love, truth, faith, unity, righteousness, peace….. Orthopraxy and orthodoxy.





Our manner of life is to set us a part and silence the accusations of our critics. If we’re accused, let it be for doing good.





What does this look like? The basis of the unity we already possess is the reality that the Holy Spirit lives in each one who responds to the gospel. The Spirit places us into the one body of Christ (Eph 4:3).There will be pressures, attacks, etc. Recognize the supernatural reality of our life in the Spirit.





One responsibility of citizens: be ready for warfare; kingdom of dark and light.





We are to move together as a unit in our proclamation of the gospel. We are to stand fast. We are not to break ranks. The phalanx could only be broken up if one soldier, out of fear of the enemy, would drop his spear and run. Then all would fall. So they had to stand together united. We are to live in unity and harmony with one another. We are to live out our lives worthy of the gospel by walking together, expressing together the life of the one Spirit, without dissension, without bitterness, without strife or anything else which would disintegrate, splinter, and fragment the body. When we do have problems, we need to work through our issues well. Demonstrate to the world another way. Otherwise, they are justified to scoff at our claims. We tell the world Jesus can set people free, so why are we surprised they laugh when they see the gospel can’t even get us to love each other, brothers and sisters?�





The resources we receive directly from Jesus, and those we receive from Jesus’  supernatural life in each other. Go to the storehouse, Jesus!





unconditional





Optimistic,  confident expectation of ultimate good despite the circumstances.





Mind of Christ: always “one up,” serving others.





The output of the mind: singular purpose, agenda: Jesus, (1:21)





Having a variety of personal purposes, plans or agendas. Mine, yours and the others, sometimes together, sometimes in opposition. Jesus is the issue, community is the issue, not me or you, mine or yours.





Frightened like startled bird, get in a flutter.





But only after the cross; death works in us so life works in you. Resurrection only happens following death. We want crown w/o cross.





agony





“paskein”





good news about Jesus, that, through faith in the crucified, risen LORD Jesus Christ


 we receive 	forgiveness, an eternally-restored relationship with the Father;


 we become	members of his chosen family/ community(Abraham/Israel)


				participants in his Kingdom rule and


				partners in his redemptive purpose ( reconcile all things in Christ





“No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.” 1 John 4:11





Act as one; this is the promise of the gospel through the church to the world. The unity of the church lived out in service to one another and to the watching world is the key to our mission. Apart from unity, the world will never recognize Jesus.











